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W anting to make more of their 
garden, the clients 
approached the Habitat 
Landscapes team to deliver  

a stylish new look. A very tired patio was 
impractical and uninviting, the rest of the garden 
was well maintained but effectively just laid 
grass. The clients wanted a modern garden  
that offered them an area to enjoy the sun.

WINNER
PROJECT VALUE 

£35–£60K

PORTFOLIO

Design and build

Working with Sue Gilbert Gardens by Design, 
the new garden would now offer two areas to 
relax and entertain. A patio that flowed into a 
decked area set around the conservatory 
framed by a sleek new raised water feature rill, 
that would also act as a wall for the level change 
into the lawn area. A bespoke outdoor kitchen 
was included, linked in style to the rest of the 

EASY LIVING
HABITAT LANDSCAPES LIMITED

Contrasting materials with lush planting creates a stylish garden complete 
with modern outdoor kitchen and a spacious entertainment area
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PORTFOLIO

ABOUT HABITAT LANDSCAPES LIMITED

Craig Nester started 
Habitat Landscapes  
in 2011. He quickly 
established a good reputation for the quality 
and excellence they brought to every build. The 
company has grown steadily with Lee Goulding 
becoming joint director in 2016. They have won 
several regional and national awards and continue 
to broaden their horizons in terms of project and 
company size.
www.habitatlandscapes.co.uk

PROJECT 
DETAILS

Project value
£35,000–£60,000

Build time 
Eight weeks  

 

Size of project  
300m2

hard landscaping with an integral gas BBQ, 
warming oven and fridge. 

In the sunniest corner the sunken seating 
area was built into an already lower point in the 
garden. Cushions would be used to soften the 
seating when in use, but its design meant 
year-round enjoyment without major 
maintenance. This area included a bespoke fire 
pit and behind it a single line pergola created 
height and privacy.

The rest of the garden brought these key 
areas together, but simply using lawn, edged 
with setts, and plants, ensured it wasn’t a 
garden that required high maintenance. Carefully 
planned lighting added to the finished garden 
both in a practical and an atmospheric way. 

The planting was planned to be very simple 
and relatively low maintenance. There is an 
emphasis on evergreen planting that would 
keep its structure in plants such as Buxus, 
Pittosporum and Daphne and low clipped 
Buxus hedges. There are also foliage colour 
contrasts in plants such as Artemisia and 
Cotinus, and textural combinations too – wispy 
plants such as Miscanthus grasses and the 
lovely long flowering Verbena bonariensis. 

BEFORE

AFTER



www.prolandscapermagazine.com Pro Landscaper / January 2019 51

PORTFOLIO

REFERENCES

Contractor
Habitat Landscapes Limited
www.habitatlandscapes.co.uk

Design
Sue Gilbert Gardens By Design
www.suegilbert.co.uk

Paving & Setts
Marshalls
www.marshalls.co.uk

Composite Decking
London Stone
www.londonstone.co.uk
 
Metal Fabrication
PSJ Fabrications Bedford
www.psjfabrications.com
 
Timber
Crowthornes
www.crowthornefencing.co.uk

Aggregates
S.C Bradshaws
www.scbradshawhaulage.co.uk

Stone Warehouse
www.stonewarehouse.co.uk

Turf
George Davies Turf
www.georgedaviesturf.co.uk

Lighting
Lighting For Gardens
www.lightingforgardens.com

Electrics
Alfa Electrical
www.alfaelectricals.com

Plants
Acorn (MK) Nurseries
www.acorn-mk-nurseries.co.uk

1  The main patio and social area

2   A cosy corner to enjoy the fire and socialise

3   Planting softens edges without creating visual barriers

4   Firepit with stone face cladding and porcelain

5   The cut granite kitchen area tones with the scheme

6   Shaped borders define the elegant new scheme

7   The bespoke water feature set on three levels

Materials

The clients benefitted from Habitat Landscapes 
thoroughness in providing plenty of samples  
and guidance to their final choices. Marshalls 
Symphony Vitrified Blue external porcelain 
paving was used throughout in a 600mm grid 
pattern. The dense concrete block walling was 
also clad in this paving. 

To contrast with this paving material and add 
interest, some walling was clad in Marshalls 
Coursed Drystack in Slate Dusk. A change  
of pace in the decking also softened the 
hard-landscaped areas, with Millboard 
Composite Decking in Smoked Oak finish, 
blending into the patio. 

A single line pergola and trellis screening, 
along with carefully chosen gravel and pebble 
finishes all help to bring the final garden 
together. Lighting was planned to both make 
the space accessible at all times and also 
highlight areas such as the water feature 
cascade. Professional quality stainless steel 
fittings were used throughout – planned within 
the build to ensure a seamless finish.

Special requirements

The installation of a multi-level water rill with  
a pre-fabricated stainless steel section was one 
of the more challenging parts of the build. It 
required accurate block work and perfect levels 
for the tray to be accommodated. 

A bespoke firepit clad in porcelain and stone 
required fire proof cement and adhesives to 
ensure longevity.

The finished garden has created a whole 
new extension to the client’s home in which  
they can relax and entertain at all times of the 
year, day or night. They are delighted and now 
enjoy the garden constantly – a space they 
previously rarely ventured into.

AWARDS
Marshalls regional award: Best  
Patio Transformation over 35m2

Gold Winner of 2018 APL Awards: 
Hard Landscaping Category


